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Welcome 

Hopefully everyone is beginning to see some sunshine 
and is looking forward to a wonderful summer, volcanic 
ash clouds permitting.   
 
This newsletter contains the minutes from the Annual 
General Meeting in Exeter, which went ahead with an 
alternative programme due to the air traffic control 
restrictions following the eruptions in Iceland 
preventing the original speakers attending.  The fact the 
meeting took place is a real tribute to the Local 
Organiser, Meetings Secretary and the willingness and 
dedication of the speakers that prepared presentations 
with only one or two days notice.  The Aberdeen Fungal 
Group made heroic efforts to attend the meeting and 
their contributions were much enjoyed.    
 
                                                                       Sue Howell 
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The President’s Column 

It’s been a fascinating few months in the UK and the 
term “historic” is beginning to wear out with overuse 
in the media. Whether applied to the outcome of the 
General Election, resulting in the first coalition 
government since the war, or Chelsea winning the 
double for the first time (can that really be true? – all 
that money and they have still only managed it once?), 
the media have been full of it 
So, on top of all this, I think it is only right that the 
BSMM has created its own piece of history in the past 
month. I think that I am correct in saying that this 

year’s annual meeting was the first to have been nearly 
cancelled as a consequence of a volcanic eruption! The 
manner in which Steve Bates and Julian Naglik filled 
cancelled speaker slots with colleagues willing at a 
moment’s notice to step in, and completely re-
organised the programme, speaks volumes about the 
Society and its collegiate nature. We should thank all 
involved for turning near disaster into one of our better 
meetings. That also includes all those who were able to 
change their travel plans and get to Exeter, despite 
flight cancellations (a special commendation to the 
Aberdonians –who drove 600 miles!). Our 
commiserations go out to those (mostly overseas) 
members who were unable to attend – you missed a 
treat, I’m afraid! 
As I mentioned at the Exeter dinner, I had the privilege 
of representing the Society at the inaugural meeting of 
the Society of Biology recently, where I witnessed the 
Nobel Prize winner, Sir Paul Nurse and Sir David 
Attenborough giving two outstanding speeches about 
the future direction of science and biology. They both 
talked of the need to enthuse young investigators and 
encourage a curious and questioning mind, fertile for 
scientific research.  
This is an important message for all of us. I think the 
Society is increasingly conscious of the need to 
support our younger members. The various travel 
grants awarded by the Society have greatly encouraged 
poster presentations at the last two meetings and we 
need to ensure that members are aware of these and 
other opportunities, such as the bursaries available to 
students enrolling on the BSMM/UCL  MSc/Diploma 
course. One grant which is, surprisingly, not attracting 
applicants is the Glynn Evans Award, which is 
designed to allow members to spend some time in 
another laboratory/department to gain experience and 
learn new techniques. I am sure that there are plenty of 
members out there who could take advantage of this to 
help with career development or enable research 
progress in their own department. 
We have received a number of completed 
questionnaires about the future direction of the 
Society, but we need many more in order for the 
overall views to be representative. If you have not 
already done so, please take a few moments to send 
back the form attached to this mailing. It would be 
good to be able to provide a breakdown of the 
responses in the next newsletter. 
In the meantime, I wish you a productive and 
enjoyable summer. 
                                                                Chris Kibbler 
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BSMM Travel Grant Report 

European Committee for Medical Mycology 
(ECMM)-International Society for Human and 
Animal Mycoses (ISHAM) Working Group on 
Pseudallescheria/ Scedosporium Infections 
3rd International Workshop on Scedosporium, Bonn, 
Germany 6-8th May 2010  
 
ECMM-ISHAM working groups were established to 
bring together experts from around the world working 
on independent research within a single common theme. 
The aim being to share information, consolidate 
findings, and for the researcher not to feel like the only 
person interested in a specific topic. 
Recently, molecular phylogenetic analyses using DNA 
sequences have revolutionised the taxonomy of many 
clinically relevant fungi. Pseudallescheria boydii is an 
opportunistic pathogen able to cause both asymptomatic 
colonisation and disseminated infections. It has been 
demonstrated that the previously described anamorphic 
state known as Scedosporium apiospermum, is 
genetically distinct from the Pseudallescheria boydii 
teleomorph. Two new species Scedosoprium 
auarantiacum and Scedosoprium dehoogii have recently 
been described further developing the organisms 
distinguishable within the P. boydii complex.  
I signed up to the meeting to present a poster displaying 
retrospective research conducted on routine clinical 
isolates received at the Mycology Reference Laboratory 
and stored isolates from the National Collection of 
Pathogenic Fungi, which was undertaken to confirm 
prior phenotypic identifications using newly established 
molecular techniques. A week before the meeting, I was 
asked to give an oral presentation instead. 
Arriving in a very wet, grey, cold Bonn speaking or 
understanding no more German than “ein kleines Bier 
bitte”, I was able to navigate the local transport system 
very easily and was welcomed at the Gustav- 
Streseman-Institut by a very enthusiastic organising 
committee who were amazed I had made it from the UK 
due to “ash cloud” problems! 
The meeting lasted three days and explored all areas of 
research currently being conducted on P. boydii 
complex. Topics ranged from a discussion of taxonomy 
including the use of novel techniques such as MALDI-
TOF mass spectrometry in identification, to conditions 
affecting the distribution of P. boydii complex in the 
environment via animal cases of scedosporiosis, 
colonisation versus infections in CF patients, to 
glycopeptide analysis of conidia. 
Speakers were mainly from Germany, Austria or 
France, however there were candidates from Australia, 
China, Brazil, and of course myself, the lone UK 
representative! The meeting demonstrated the passion 
many people have for their work and also the huge 
amount of collaborative effort being undertaken to get a 

handle on this potential lethal, taxonomically confusing, 
pathogen. I would like to thank the BSMM for the travel 
grant which made this trip possible. 
                                                                   Mark Fraser 

 

17th Congress of the International Society for Human 
and Animal Mycology (ISHAM) 
 
The 17th ISHAM meeting took place from May 25th – 
29th 2009 and was held in the beautiful city of Tokyo, 
Japan. Thanks to a grant from the BSMM I was able to 
take part in this excellent triennial meeting. 
 
ISHAM is always a chance to catch up with old and 
new friends and to hear the latest research and reviews 
from experts in their field.  This meeting was no 
exception and the range of topics covered was of 
interest to those involved in many areas of mycology.    
 
The congress opened with the Presidential Address, 
when Sybren de Hoog addressed the role and 
importance of black fungi.  This was followed by a 
keynote lecture from June Kwon-Chung and an 
entertaining lecture from the then President-elect, David 
Ellis entitled “Dancing with Fungi”. 
 
Throughout the week, the sessions were organised into 
themed symposia, sponsored seminars, morning 
workshops and poster presentations.  Of particular 
interest to me were the clinically-related symposia, 
including sessions on the move towards standardisation 
of Aspergillus PCR, infections in non-neutropenic 
patients, haematology patients, children and the 
dermatomycoses.  Two excellent symposia on 
pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of antifungals 
and antifungal susceptibility testing were very thought-
provoking with ideas and discussion from the key 
workers in these areas.  As it always the case at 
ISHAM, with so many sessions running concurrently, 
the hardest decision isn’t which session to attend, but 
which to miss!   
 
To compliment the scientific sessions, Prof Ogawa and 
the congress team had organised some superb 
entertainment, including the welcome reception, a 
Japanese evening in a garden restaurant and the Gala 
dinner.  The setting of the congress in Tokyo also 
provided an opportunity to visit local shrines, temples 
and sample some traditional Japanese food, including 
sushi, yakitori (grilled chicken on skewers) and udon 
noodles.   
 
Thanks again to the BSMM for the opportunity to attend 
another memorable ISHAM meeting.  

Ruth Ashbee 
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BSMM Travel Grant Applications 
In order to make the application process and notification 
of results more efficient the Executive Committee will 
review Travel Grant applications every two months for 
the coming year.  The deadlines for receipt of 
applications are: 31/07/10, 30/09/10, 30/11/10.  The 
criteria for eligibility and purpose of the award can be 
found on the BSMM website along with the application 
form.  If you are planning to attend a meeting why not 
apply for some travel funds. 
 
 
Glyn Evans Award 
The Society recognized the huge contribution Prof Glyn 
Evans made to the BSMM and mycology by providing 
an award to members to provide financial support to 
visit another laboratory for a period of training, usually 
to learn a specific technique.  The Award contributes 
towards the costs of travel, accommodation and directly 
related expenses. 
 
There are no set application deadlines for this award. 
And applications may be submitted for consideration at 
any time. An award will not usually be made if the 
applicant has received a previous award (Travel Grant 
or Glyn Evans Award) less than three years before the 
application date. 

 
 

  Professor Frank Odds – BSMM Special Lecture 

Professor Chris Kibbler introduced Professor Odds on 
the occasion of his special lecture to the Annual 
Meeting on a very personal view of medical mycology 
spanning his career.  The following passages are from 
Professor Kibbler’s introduction, 

“We don’t have a lot of these occasions. But every now 
and again an extraordinary individual comes along and 
needs acknowledging. This is what this is – a special 
lecture for a special person. And it is a great honour for 
me to introduce Frank this evening at such an event. 

Professor Frank Odds has been a senior member of the 
Society for as long as I can remember and during that 
time has become an internationally recognised scientist, 
an ambassador for UK mycology and a friend to many 
of us. 

Frank’s career started out with a PhD on Candida 
albicans virulence factors in Leeds. He spent some 
years doing postdoctoral research in CDC Atlanta and 
Leeds and then became a lecturer at Leicester 
University. In the 1990s he worked as director of 
bacteriology and mycology at the Janssen Research 

Foundation in Beerse and then returned to academia as 
Professor of Medical Mycology at the University of 
Aberdeen. 

 He has published more than 300 peer-reviewed papers 
and reviews and is listed on the ISI database of Most 
Cited Scientists.  However, he is generally best known 
for his book on “Candida and Candidosis”  which he 
described to me recently as  “now hopelessly out of date 
but it makes an effective doorstop”. Clearly not the 
case, although such use means that it is always readily 
to hand! 

 During his career he has been Chief Editor and 
President of ISHAM, President of the ECMM, and 
Chair of the Mycology Division of the ASM.  But he 
tells me that his greatest pride is having variously 
served as Committee member, Secretary and President 
of The BSMM.  He has subsequently been awarded 
Honorary Membership of both the BSMM and of 
ISHAM.  

Since retirement last year he continues to serve as joint 
Chair of the Wellcome Trust Immunology and 
Infectious Diseases Committee but he tells me that he 
delights in no longer having to do all the administrative 
things that come with a full-time academic job. 

We are delighted that you have agreed to deliver this 
lecture Frank and the title of your topic is,  Medical 
mycology: where we've been and where we're going - a 
personal view”. 
 
 
 

BSMM Annual Meeting Glasgow 2011 

This will be the third BSMM meeting I have had the 
honour to be involved with running in Glasgow.  The 
venue we have chosen is a hotel close to the University 
of Glasgow and adjacent to the stunningly beautiful 
Botanic Gardens. It is set in the vibrant West End of 
Glasgow and the side entrance opens onto Byres Road 
the nearby Ashton Lane, an area full of interesting 
restaurants bars and pubs.  During April the weather in 
Glasgow can be changeable but the welcome is always 
warm.  I look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible here for the meeting 17th April – 19th April 
2011.  
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Ashton Lane 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Botanic Gardens, Glasgow 
 
 
 

UKCMN meeting 
The 4th UK Clinical Mycology Network (UKCMN) 
Annual Meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 
7th June 2010 at the Royal College of Pathologists.  
 
The UKCMN, Chaired by Professor Chris Kibbler, was 
inaugurated in 2005 under the auspices of the HPA’s 
Advisory Committee on Fungal Infection. It is a 
collaboration of fourteen UK wide laboratories offering 
clinical mycology services and is managed by a Steering 
Group of representatives from the different centres.  The 
UKCMN aims to provide a centrally managed structure 
for the UK-wide coordination of mycology service 
delivery, mycological surveillance, medical and 
laboratory training, diagnostic development and 
translational research.  
 
After successful annual meetings in 2007, 2008 and 
2009 the 4th UKCMN annual meeting will be held at the 
Royal College of Pathologists, London through the 
support of the BSMM and HPA. Attendance at this full 
day meeting is free and the programme includes 
presentations focusing on direct microscopy and 
diagnostic problems in the routine laboratory as well as 
the histopathology of fungal infections. There will also 
be sessions on radiology, anti-fungals, fungal serology 
and molecular identification. These talks are intended to 
be practically orientated and will allow discussion of 
issues encountered by the audience in the daily 
diagnosis and management of patients with fungal 
infections. 
 
The annual meeting is also an opportunity for additional 
centres to join the UKCMN and make an active 
contribution to the provision of mycology services 
around the UK. Membership is free, and open to centres 
that provide clinical mycology services, as defined in 
the application form.  Membership entitles 
representatives of centres to receive UKCMN 
publications and other output and to be able to declare 
affiliation with the UKCMN and use the logo on their 
communications alongside their stated level of service.  
Those Members who join at specialist or regional centre 
level may also have representation on the steering 
committee.  
 
You can view the programme and register for the 
meeting at http://www.hpa-events.org.uk/mycology10. 
 
An application form to join the UKCMN is available at: 
http://www.hpa.org.uk/HPA/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/
InfectionsAZ/1201094590966 
but please feel free to email UKCMN@hpa.org.uk if 
you have a specific enquiry about the UKCMN annual 
meeting.   
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Society of Biology – the first months 
As most readers will be aware, the Society of Biology 
formally came into existence on 1 October 2009 
following the unification of the Biosciences Federation 
and the Institute of Biology. Although we plan to build 
on the heritage of these two important bodies it is 
important for all of us to see the Society as a new 
organisation with a different outlook and approach to its 
organisational parents. For the first time we have one 
body to represent the interests of all biologists in the UK 
creating a single powerful voice to advise and inform 
Governments and make a difference. That aspiration can 
only be realised if we are a nimble organisation, quick 
to respond to opportunities, capable of learning from 
our mistakes and willing to work in partnership. We 
also need to be truly proactive to really drive the policy 
agenda.  
 
At the time of reading this article we will be less than 
six months old and there will still be plenty of 
opportunity to shape the way we work. But, to do that 
we need to understand what matters to our members, 
how you will judge if we are delivering for you and how 
best to involve you. Any member of the team here 
would be delighted to hear your thoughts and, as the 
newest recruit, I am particularly keen to learn about the 
way your organisation would like to be represented by 
us. 
 
The Society of Biology is a single unified voice for 
biology: 

·  advising Government and influencing policy;  
·  advancing education and professional 

development;  
·  supporting our members,  
·  and engaging and encouraging public interest in 

the life sciences.)) 
 
 
The Society now has over 70 Organisational Members 
and nearly 12,000 individual members. This represents 
80,000 biologists, giving us the legitimacy to speak with 
authority in all our work. 
 
Our Council have identified four priority areas for 2010: 
 
Firstly, practical biology.  No matter which biological 
discipline undergraduates or postgraduates follow there 
needs to be the opportunity to practise science at the 
bench or in the field. It is simply not tenable to expand 
undergraduate science education without additional 
resource to facilitate hands-on experience of designing 
real experiments and interpreting the results. As Keith 
Gull, Professor of Molecular Biology at Oxford 
University and Council member of the Society of 
Biology said in a recent interview to the Standard, 

responding to Lord Mandelson’s announcement on 
spending cuts, “A perfect Storm is gathering. Our next 
generation of scientists will need to look very carefully 
at the quality of degrees on offer. If we want top 
scientists – to innovate, to find out fundamental truths 
and to get us out of recession – this is simply not good 
enough.” (sic). There has to be the resource to properly 
fund practical biology both in schools and in the higher 
education sector. We will be pushing this message at 
every opportunity, especially in the run up to the 
election. 
 
Secondly, the impact of biology, a central theme in the 
recent consultation on the Research Excellence 
Framework. Most biologists accept that the public have 
a right to know that the money they spend on research is 
being spent wisely. Its impact on our economy, health 
care system, environment and society is important to 
recognise. But it has to be a sophisticated measurement. 
We plan to build on existing work and present a 
consistent and clear case around the impact of biology 
from blue sky research to the most applied. Case studies 
will be an important part of that. If you have data or 
views to share please email me at 
markdowns@societyofbiology.org. 
 
Thirdly, we will continue to work on a pilot 
accreditation programme to report back to the Office for 
Life Sciences. The Government has asked us to look at 
ways in which some biological science degrees can be 
accredited to give greater confidence to students and 
employers that they provide the solid grounding needed 
for employment.  There is no doubt that the topic 
arouses strong views. The academic community doesn’t 
want to be forced into a corner with no room for 
innovation in their degree programmes or to become a 
surrogate for technical training programmes, whilst 
industry bemoans the lack of hands-on laboratory skills 
of many graduates. I am convinced there is a route to 
delivery of a solution that meets the needs of both 
camps. A lot rests with the terminology used. Any 
accreditation programme we take forward will benefit 
from wider consultation and will certainly not be 
compulsory. It is likely to focus on core requirements 
for biological science courses to be accredited, such as 
numerical content, experimental design, opportunity for 
hands-on experimentation and intellectual rigour. It is 
certainly not about accrediting individuals or asking for 
coverage of specific training tasks or a defined list of 
techniques. For sure, biology is more diverse than 
chemistry or engineering, but by starting in specific 
areas real benefit can accrue, along with experience. To 
find out more visit www.societyofbiology.org 
 
Finally, we will of course be talking to all the parties in 
the run up to the General Election, forcing them to focus 
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on their science agenda and representing the interests of 
biology, raising its profile and using our work on 
“impact “ to argue for investment. 
 
The Society will also be working on many wider 
education, science policy and public understanding of 
science issues and, of course, trying to evolve new 
services to benefit our members. We welcome your 
suggestions for the Society. 
 
Dr Mark Downs PhD FSB 
Chief Executive, Society of Biology 
 
 
 
Notices 
The ISHAM Working Group Fungiscope announces 
that the FungiScope database explorer, FungiQuest, 
has finally gone live. This tool allows clinicians to 
search the FungiScope database for cases and pathogens 
of interest. In turn a brief vignette of the case is given 
and further information can be requested on a more 
individual basis in order to help choosing an initial 
treatment. View the database at  www.fungiscope.net. 
 
 
Dr Michael Petrou is the UK coordinator for 
the Zygomycosis group and would like to remind 
members that they can submit cases by visiting  
www.zygomyco.net.  For every case there is 
a remuneration of 100 Euros. Unfortunately only one 
case has so far been submitted from the UK and it 
would be interesting to learn more about zygomycosis 
in this country. 
 
 
The BSMM/University College London 
MSc/Diploma Course in Medical Mycology 
Applications are invited for this unique distance 
learning based course. The programme is based at 
University College London and run jointly by UCL and 
the BSMM. Teaching is provided by the leading UK 
experts in mycology, by means of DVDs, web-based 
materials and practical courses, and includes a research 
project conducted at the student’s home institution. 
  
A bursary may be available from the British Society for 
Medical Mycology to support the costs of this course. 
Details are available on the BSMM website.  
  
Places are limited, so if you wish to find out more 
please contact Anne Dickens, the course administrator  
at a.dickens@medsch.ucl.ac.uk as soon as possible to 
register your interest. Further details may also be found 
on the BSMM website at www.BSMM.org   
 

Forthcoming meetings 
The 4th UK Clinical Mycology Network Annual 
Meeting will be held on June 7 at the Royal College of 
Pathologists, London, U.K  http://www.hpa-
events.org.uk/hpa/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=4889
1&eventID=105&mode=preview&version=future&eve
ntID=105 
 
IMC9: The Biology of Fungi.  1st-6th August 2010, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. www.imc9.info/  
 
SGM Autumn 2010 Meeting, University of Nottingham, 
6-9 September 2010 
 

The 10th National Congress of the Italian Society of 
Mycologists (FIMUA) and the 2nd Workshop 
ECMM/CEMM, Milan, 23-25 September, 2010.  

AICA 2010.  Australian Infection Control Association 
4th-6th October 2010, Perth, Australia.  
http://www.aica.org.au/default.asp?PageID=14  
 
The Interdisciplinary Forum on Superficial Fungal 
Infections, organized in Jena, Germany, on October 11-
13, 2010  http://www.ifo-sfi.de/ 
 
The 10th International Conference on Molecular 
Epidemiology and Evolutionary Genetics of Infectious 
Diseases (MEEGID X), November 3-5 2010. 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
 
Gordon Conference on Immunology Of Fungal 
Infections, January 16-21, 2011, Galveston, Texas. 
 
The first International Middle East Course on Molecular 
Laboratory Diagnostics and Treatment of Clinically 
Important Yeasts in Qatar, 16-18 February 2011. 
 
PAMMS (Pan-African Medical Mycology Society) will 
be held in Assiut, Egypt, March 5 and 6, 2011.The 
conference will be followed by a practical workshop on 
medical mycology, to be held 7-9 March, 2011 
 
SGM Spring 2011 Meeting, Harrogate International 
Centre,11-14 April 2011 
 
The 5th Trends in Medical Mycology (TIMM) will take 
place in the Valencia Conference Centre, Valencia, 
Spain, 2-5 October 2011.  www.TIMM2011.org.   
 
Host-fungal interactions: pathogenicity versus 
immunity. EuroSciCon, BioPark Hertfordshire, Welwyn 
Garden City, 21 October 2011 
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Items for the next BSMM newsletter 

If you have any ideas, reviewed a mycology book, or 
come across something that would be of interest to our 
community, and that would be suitable for publication 
in the BSMM Newsletter please email Sue at 
susan.howell@kcl.ac.uk   
 
 
 

BSMM membership 

Currently the Society has 325 members.  There are 245 
UK members and 76 overseas members, including 26   
honorary and two life members.  At the AGM in 2009 
members requested that a list of honorary and life 
members should be on the website making it easier for 
members to nominate individuals in recognition of their 
services to the BSMM or mycology. Unless these 
members object a list of honorary and life members will 
be available on the website shortly   
 
The Society would like to ensure that it acknowledges 
the contributions of it’s members and welcomes 
nominations for life and honorary membership.  Life 
and honorary members have all the privileges of 
ordinary membership but are exempt from paying any 
annual subscription charges.  The Constitution states 
that “Members of at least 10 years standing, who have 
retired from active practice, shall be eligible to become 
life members.  Members who have made a notable 
contribution to medical or veterinary mycology and/or 
to the work of the Society, shall be eligible for 
nomination to honorary membership.” 
 
A member can be nominated for either life or honorary 
membership by the Committee or by two members, as 
long as the nomination is received by the General 
Secretary two months before the AGM.   The award of 
life or honorary membership is then voted upon at the 
AGM. 
 

Since the last newsletter the Society would like to 
welcome the following members: 

Adam Jeans (Manchester) 

Andrew Swann (Leicester) 

Lilyann Novak-Frazer (Manchester) 

Hseu-Lui Ho (London) 

Kensook Lee (Aberdeen) 

Michelle Leach (Aberdeen) 

Despoina Kaloriti (Aberdeen) 

And finally….. 

Some photos from the recent Annual Meeting in Exeter.  
 
Relaxing after a long journey before dinner and the start 
of the meeting. 

 
 
 
The annual dinner: guest lecturer Dr Joe Heitman with 
the Meeting Secretary Dr Julian Naglik, 

 
 
 
and Dr Donna MacCallum (outgoing Treasurer) with 
local organiser Dr Steve Bates. 
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The BSMM sing along was enjoyed by all,   

 
 
 
 
with the talented pianist Prof Frank Odds leading the 
way.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BSMM 46th AGM minutes 
The meeting was held on 19th April 2010 at the 
University of Exeter, commencing at 16:00 and chaired 
by Professor C Kibbler (President). 
 
Members present 
26 members were in attendance at the meeting. 
 
Apologies from absence were received from: 
Dr Wanda Robles, Dr Ruth Ashbee, Dr Desa Lilic, Dr 
Veronica Hearn, Dr Amalia Palacio del Hernaz, Dr 
Derek Sullivan 
 
 
Agenda items 
A minute silence to respect the passing of  Dr Mary 
English, a founding member of the BSMM. 
 
1. Apologies – see list above 
 
 
2. Minutes of the 45th AGM held on 30th March 
2009 
The minutes were approved as an accurate record. 
 
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
All matters arising were being covered elsewhere in the 
agenda 
 
 
4. President’s report 
It is my sad duty to report the death of Dr Mary English, 
one of the founder members of the BSMM, on11th 
October 2009. Mary served as 
the local organizer of the annual meetings in 1959 and 
1973  and 
following her retirement she was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Society. Mary was responsible for 
setting up the mycological services in Bristol, which 
have now evolved into the national reference laboratory.  
 
What follows is a brief summary of the activities of the 
Society since we last met at the annual meeting in 
London last year. That was a great success and Elaine 
Bignell and Gary Moran should be congratulated on 
their superb organisation. The debate on the first 
evening was a new departure which provided much 
entertainment and food for thought. It was good to see 
so many members packed into the venue to enjoy such 
high quality science and clinical research. The large 
number of travel bursaries available meant that there 
was a record number of posters on display. 
 
The BSMM/UCL Diploma/MSc in Medical Mycology 
continues to thrive. I will be discussing this in more 
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detail later on in the agenda. Likewise, I will be 
updating you on the activities of the UK Clinical 
Mycology Network (UKCMN). As regards the formal 
working parties we will hear about developments with 
these later in the agenda. Dr Liz Johnson currently 
chairs the working party for the Registry of Invasive 
Fungal Infection, Carol Munro chairs the working party 
on updating and improving the web presence of the 
BSMM, Richard Barton chairs the working party on 
serology and Silke Schelenz chairs the working party 
for the revision of the BSMM Standards. 
 
Members have been actively involved in a number of 
important meetings around the world during the past 
year, including the ISHAM meeting in Japan and the 4th 
TIMM meeting in Athens. The Society has provided 
travel grant support for some of these participants and I 
would remind you that money remains available for 
suitable applicants. 
 
I would also remind members that there are two 
important vacancies which remain to be filled. The first 
is the post of Treasurer of the Society and we are 
grateful to Donna Maccallum for extending her term of 
office so far. The second is the role of piano player at 
the annual post-prandial choral event known as the 
BSMM sing-song. Please, would anyone wishing to 
take this on, let me or any of the Executive Committee 
know. Frank Odds has kindly agreed to act as his own 
locum on this occasion, but we may be forced to buy a 
BSMM pianola if no one steps forward. 
 
Thank you to Steve Bates for facilitating our 46th 
Annual Meeting here in Exeter and to Julian Naglik 
who in his first year as meetings secretary has ably 
assisted him in putting together a very interesting 
programme. Thank you as always to our sponsors from 
the pharmaceutical industry who are in alphabetical 
order Astellas Pharmaceuticals, Cape Cod Associates, 
Gilead, MSD and Pfizer. 
 
Proposed by Dr Rosemary Barnes, seconded by Dr 
Elizabeth Johnson 
 
 
5.  Treasurer’s report 
It is my duty to present the accounts of the British 
Society for Medical Mycology for the year ended 31 
December 2009.  Figures shown are minus VAT. 
 
In the accounts that you have, page 1 is a statement of 
the financial activities of the society for the year, and as 
we go through the accounts I will refer you to notes on 
pages 3-5.  Also, to allow comparison to the previous 
year, these figures are shown for comparison on the far 
right. 

Income for the year was made up of membership 
subscriptions, donations and bank interest (detailed in 
note 2, page 3).  Other sources of income included 
sponsorship of the fungal registry and our profit share 
from the UCL/BSMM Medical Mycology 
MSc/Diploma course (this amount represents the 
BSMM profit share for the last 3 years).   
The 2009 Annual Meeting, held in London, did not 
return a profit.  As agreed during the planning of this 
meeting, the London meeting was to be a subsidised 
meeting due to the high costs of accommodation in the 
capital.  At present, the meeting shows a loss of £8759 – 
however, a figure of £6000 sponsorship is still to be 
paid to the society. However, I think that the 
membership will agree that the London meeting was 
hugely enjoyable, both scientifically and socially, and 
we thank Elaine Bignell for all her hard work in 
organising the meeting.  The accounts for the 2009 
Annual Meeting are shown in note 4, page 4.  The major 
cost of the meeting was the hotel accommodation and 
conferencing costs, but the speakers costs were much 
reduced compared to previous years.   
 
Expenses of the society for 2009 included payment of 6 
travel grants (see note 6, page 5).  These grants allowed 
one member to attend our Annual Meeting in London, 
another to attend the Fungal Genetics meeting in 
Asilomar, California, and a third to attend the 
International Yeast Genetics and Molecular Biology 
Conference in Manchester.   The remaining travel grants 
allowed three members to attend ISHAM in Tokyo, 
Japan.  A similar number of grants were awarded in 
2008; however, the total amount awarded has increased 
from £2430 to £3423.   
 
To increase the Society’s investment in mycological 
education we began awarding bursaries to students 
enrolled on the UCL/BSMM diploma course, with 3 
bursaries awarded to Mark Randale, Nelesh Govander 
and Sarah Potten in 2009.  The total paid out in 
bursaries in 2009 was £3070.  
Other significant expenses included costs of maintaining 
the fungal registry (£12,533 covered by sponsorship), 
serology working party expenses of £1740 and 
management & administration costs of £4424. A 
breakdown of the management costs are detailed in note 
2, page 3).  Management costs have increased compared 
to the previous year due to an increase in committee 
expenses and subscriptions for the ECMM and 
Biosciences Federation (now the Society of Biology).  
Other expenses remained roughly similar to the 
previous year.   
 
Taking all of this into account, this means that our 
resources have decreased by £6193 for the year. 
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On page 2 of the accounts is the balance sheet of the 
society as at 31 December 2009.  The BSMM assets are 
maintained in a number of treasurer and savings 
accounts in three different banking institutions.  Our 
PayPal account is also fully active now, making 
payments of membership subscriptions and of 
registration for the annual meeting much easier.   
 
Our current assets amount to £143,715; however, we 
also have current liabilities of VAT (£879) and an 
accountancy fee of £230.  Therefore, the Society 
finished the year worth £142,606.    
 
Proposed by Dr Rosemary Barnes, seconded by Dr Ken 
Haynes 
 
There were questions from the membership regarding 
the minute interest payments the BSMM funds had 
accumulated over the past year.  This was due to the 
slashing of interest rates offered by the banks.  It was 
suggested that the BSMM should consult a financial 
adviser for advice on appropriate accounts for a 
registered charity that would also benefit from good 
interest rates.  Professor Gow suggested that the Charity 
Commissioners might be able to offer advice, and that 
being registered as Incorporated might be possible and 
open new avenues, a route followed by the SGM. 
Action points:  The Treasurer to investigate other 
options for increasing income from interest payments on 
Society funds  
  
 
6. Secretary’s report 
  The total membership is 325 with 245 UK and 
76 overseas members, of which 26 are honorary and one 
is a life member.  Last year our membership decreased 
by 5 but this year it has increased by 21 members.  The 
Society would like to welcome its new members:  
Floencia Minuzzi, Jagdish Chander, Timoleon 
Vyzantiadis, Rebecca Gorton, Hector Mora-Montes, 
Luis Castillo, Alicia Rivera, Laura Alcazar-Fuoli, 
Joanne Slater, Anna Tillman, Kenneth Mallia, Julian 
Rutherford, James McLaughlin, Christine McKelvie, 
Andrew Swann, Adam Jeans, Lilyann Novak-Frazer, 
Despoina Kaloriti, Michelle Leach, Keunsook Lee, 
Hsueh-Lui, Ho.  One member resigned this year David 
Adams as he has moved away from mycology, and the 
Society lost one of its founding members Dr Mary 
English. 
 
The Society continues to offer funding for members to 
attend meetings using Travel Grant applications, or to 
gain experience and training in another laboratory using 
the Glynn Evans Mycology Award.  Despite reminders 
in the Newsletters there were no applications for the 
Glyn Evans Award, but there were six applications for 

Travel Grants.  A total of £4206.45 was requested to 
support travel to a variety of meetings including 
TIMMS and ASM Candida, and £1476.08 was awarded 
to 4 successful applicants.  It is hoped to publish the 
grant awardees reports of the meetings they attended in 
Newsletters in the coming months. 
 
Two newsletters were published last year and emailed to 
as many members as possible to cut down on production 
costs.  If any one would like to contribute an article on 
news, job opportunities, or is trying to track down a 
book or reference please do contact the Secretary for 
inclusion.  Any photos from the Annual meeting would 
also be welcome.    
 
Dr Donna MacCallum has kindly served 6 years of her 5 
year term in office as Treasurer.  No nominations from 
the membership had been received for this position so 
the Executive Committee had approached Dr Amanda 
Barnes who had kindly agreed to take on the role of 
Treasurer in the autumn. Dr Steve Bates was thanked 
for organising an excellent meeting despite the 
problems presented by the volcanic eruptions in Iceland, 
and he comes to the end of his term on the Executive 
Committee as Local Organiser.   Dr Gillian Shankland 
and Dr Rosemary Barnes were welcomed onto the 
Committee as Local Organisers for the 2011 and 2012 
meetings respectively.  
 
Proposed by Dr Richard Barton, seconded by Dr Julian 
Naglik.  
 
There was some discussion concerning the purpose of 
the Glyn Evans award and travel Grants.  Professor 
Odds provided clarification on the purpose of the Glyn 
Evans award as he had been involved with its creation:  
it was to facilitate opportunities to visit other 
laboratories to acquire new techniques and skills and to 
forge new collaborations.  The Travel Grant system is 
designed to support any member wishing to attend a 
conference or training course.  Both schemes will be 
advertised in future newsletters and their presence on 
the website examined to ensure that they are easy to 
find. 
Action points:  The Secretary to promote Travel grants 
and Glyn Evans awards in future newsletters. 
 
 
7. Working party reports 
 i).  BSMM/UCL Diploma/MSc in Medical 
Mycology –Professor Chris Kibbler 

The course has now been running for six years 
and continues to recruit well. This year we have 11 
students in the first year, including overseas ones from 
the US, RSA, Pakistan and the Middle East.  
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The introductory module has been offered as an option 
on another UCL course for the first time this year and 
has doubled the number of students taking the module. 
This will bring in additional income to the Society. 

We are also seeking approval for a certificate award for 
students choosing to take the four assessed distance 
taught modules plus one assessed practical module. We 
hope that this would be attractive to students unable to 
commit to longer study periods and for those who find 
themselves unable to continue for personal or work-
related reasons. 

As ever, this course could not run without the 
commitment of many members of the Society and Prof 
Kibbler would particularly like to thank the module 
tutors, those responsible for running the practical 
modules and Anne Dickens, who keeps the whole show 
on the road. 

 ii).  BSMM website\- Dr Carol Munro 
The new–look website was launched in 

December 2009.  It is Access based which means it is 
simpler to update and maintain.  Feedback from the 
membership was requested on the ease of use of the 
website, particularly for registration and payment for 
meetings, and for ideas on how to develop the site 
further. The working party (Drs Gary Moran, Gillian 
Shankland, Silke Schelenz and Carol Munro) had been 
discussing the development by email.   
Dr Munro  thanked Graham Odds for keeping the 
website going and for updating items for so long while 
it was developed.   
 
Ideas offered at the meeting included uploading 
presentations or methodologies for the membership. 
Comparisons were made with the websites Dr Fungus 
and David Ellis’ site in Australia both of which attracted 
substantial funding to support the upkeep and 
development. To offer a similar facility for BSMM 
members would be labour intensive and require funding, 
neither of which are possible at the moment.  It was felt 
that ideas for the direction of the Society and website 
might emerge from the recent Questionnaire. 
Action point:  Professor Kibbler to write formally to 
thank Graham Odds for all his work on the upkeep of 
the website.    
 
 iii). Fungal Infection Registry – Dr Elizabeth 
Johnson 
  Abacas International had designed a web based 
registry to record patient data on systemic fungal 
infections.  So far four centres had registered and there 
were 169 patient data sets, mostly from Leeds.  The 
working party (consisting of Drs  David Denning, Chris 
Kibbler, Brian Jones and Elizabeth  Johnson) had met to 
discuss whether some one should be employed to visit 

centres to enter the data as few clinicians had found 
time to dedicate to the upkeep of data entry.  Pfizer had 
been approached to support this initiative and the Royal 
Free had volunteered, subject to approval, to be the first 
centre for a dedicated administrator to begin working.  
If the pilot worked then it could be rolled out around the 
country to other centres subject to the administrator 
gaining honorary contracts to permit them to handle 
confidential patient data.    Gilead were thanked for 
sponsoring the development of the Registry but it was 
noted that their long term funding of the project was not 
certain.   
 
 iv).  Serology working party – Dr Richard 
Barton 
 Dr Barton reported that the working party had 
met twice last year (May and December) and planned to 
prepare a manuscript reviewing 6 serology tests using 
existing data, and to include recommendations on the 
use of these tests.  Furthermore, the group plan to set up 
a mini external quality assurance exercise between 
eachother by supplying sera to assess and compare 
aspergillus antibody tests using precipitation and ELISA 
tests and to evaluate the reproducibility between and 
within laboratories. 
 
 
8.             UK Clinical Mycology Network – Professor 
Chris Kibbler 
The UK Clinical Mycology Network has continued to 
expand in 2009. New centres have joined including 
local laboratories and regional ones. The first centre in 
Scotland joined in 2010.  
Activities during the past year have included further 
participation in national SOP review and algorithms for 
reporting and processing, designed by Dick Hobson and 
Rosemary Barnes.  
The first full day’s annual meeting (the Network’s 4th) 
will be held on June 7th 2010. This will, once again have 
a very practical orientation and the registration for this 
meeting remains free.  
An election for a new chair will take place this summer 
ready for the Autumn Steering Committee meeting. 
So, expansion and optimism continues to be the general 
mood of the organisation and I would like to give the 
next chair my best wishes for the future of the Network. 
 
There was some discussion regarding sponsorship from  
trade stands in the future,  Professor Odds warned that 
the Royal College of  Pathologists would be likely to 
claim income from this source if meetings were hosted 
at that facility.  
 
 
9. Annual Scientific Meetings 
 i).  London 2009 
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London 2009, Dr Elaine Bignell provided an update on 
outstanding sponsorship money, and that the final 
accounts will show that the meeting will have made a 
£2,759 loss.  Reasons for this include the higher costs of 
holding the meeting in London,waiving the registration 
costs for 4 students,  and reducing the costs for poster 
producing students by more than a third.  Dr Bignell 
urged the Society to maintain subsidising the 
registration costs for students  and this was unanimously 
agreed.  

 ii).  Exeter 2010 
Dr Steve Bates reported that he hoped the meeting 
would break even and that 12 students had received 
subsidies. There were originally78 attendees but due to 
the travel disruptions caused by volcanic ash cloud this 
was reduced to 58, with the loss of 20 international 
speakers. There were 18 invited speakers instead of the 
usual 8 or 10 and 22 posters were presented. He 
especially thanked the people from Imperial College, 
Aberdeen and Exeter who stepped in to give talks at the 
last minute. He commented that the online registration 
and payment by PayPal through the website was 
helpful. He thanked Dr Donna MacCallum for help with 
the PayPal payments as about one third of delegates 
used the online payment system. He reinforced the idea 
of keeping the student subsidies for the next meeting. 

There followed some discussion about insurance for 
future meetings, especially as at Exeter some people had 
registered but not paid, meaning that rooms had been 
booked but not paid for.  Suggestions included payment 
at time of registration, and taking out  a  public  liability 
insurance policy which would protect the Society from 
payment if a future meeting was cancelled. It was 
decided to explore the possibility of taking out 
insurance for the Glasgow meeting.  

 iii).  Glasgow 2011 
The Glasgow meeting will be organised by Dr Gillian 
Shankland for the 17-19th April 2011. 

 iv).  Cardiff 2012 
Dr Rosemary Barnes had nothing new to report except 
that the dates will not clash with ECMID or ASM 
candida and candidiasis. 

 v).  Request for volunteers for 2013 
Newcastle was proposed as the venue for 2013 by Dr 
Julian Rutherford and was accepted by the membership. 

 
10. Election of Honorary and Life members 
 i).  Dr Elizabeth Johnson was nominated by the 
Executive Committee for Honorary membership in 
recognition for her services to the Society as President 
for 4 years.  The nomination was proposed by Dr Ken 
Haynes and seconded by Dr Gillian Shankland.  
 
 ii).  Professor Frank Odds was nominated by 
the Executive Committee for Life membership in 
recognition of his services to mycology and the Society, 
in a number of positions including President, on his 
retirement.  The nomination was unanimously approved. 
 
 
11. Election of Executive Committee members 
 i).  Treasurer (2010-2015).  Dr Amanda Barnes 
has agreed to take on the role for the Society 
commencing in the autumn 2010. 
  
 ii).  The local organisers for the 2011 meeting 
in Glasgow (Dr Gillian Shankland) and for 2012 in 
Cardiff (Dr Rosemary Barnes) were welcomed to the 
Committee. 
 
 
12. Any other business. 
 
There was a suggestion for a new working party “Good 
practise guidelines on monitoring azole levels. Dr Peter 
Troke thought this was an essential idea due to 
variability in methods including HPLC and that a good 
peer review would be essential. It was proposed that this 
idea would be discussed with Dr William Hope.  
Members that volunteered to take part in the working 
party included, Dr Peter Troke, Dr Liz Johnson and Dr 
Richard Barton volunteered  Dr Ruth Ashbee. 

Pfizer Anti-infectives fellowship was advertised for 
grants in the field of antifungals, applications are invited 
for up to £100, 000 per annum. 

 

The meeting closed at 5:15. 


